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~CIS1on-maker is grappling with a broad and poorly defined problem e.g. the doctor ~
makes initia] i |

vestigations of a patient suffering from an unknown disease for getting some
fying it. Attempt to secure better definition by analytical thinking may prove
t0 be a wrong approach as it may lead to substantive answer to a Wrong question.
E:"Ploratory research follows a formal approach as it pursues several possibilities
Simultaneously. It's approach is of curiosity type. This can be sub-classified as

Clues forident

a) Historical approach :
b) Case-study approach

Purpose of Exploratory Research is

e togenerate new ideas

e to gather information for clarifying concepts

e todetermine ifit is feasible to attempt a study

e toincrease the researcher's familiarity with the problems and

’ e toformulate a given problem precisely

It is to be noted that exploratory research does not aim at testing a hypothesis. Daniel
Katz says, "It is to see what is there rather than to predict the relationship that will be
founded". But it should be so designed that definite information is provided to the set of
research objectives.

Need for Exploratory Research

Social science is a relatively recent field. Research workers are few and a lot of research
work needs to be done. Most existing theories in social sciences are either too general or
too specific to provide real guidance for any empirical research. Hence, exploratory research
is necessary to get initial insight into the problems for the purpose nt‘l‘ormululiné them for
more precise investigations. Hence, it is also known as 'Formative Research'. i

4 a) Historical Approach

Seltiz and others have suggested three steps approach for exploratory study, namely
i) areview of pertinent literature

il) anexperience survey and
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b)

Case Study Approach

opment in research. Inan uney p
d cases can yield stimulating jne::
family an individual, an jnggpe
nvestigation. For exampje o

Case Study Approach has been a recent devel
iied of study, an intensive study of some selecte
Itinvolves a deeper investigation of a single unit -
firm, a district or acommunity or a single event for ani
Govt. of India's Public Account Committee decides periodically one manufacgy;
fwm out of many in one of the fields of production and carries out extensive stugy
it frgm various angles. Anthropologists have brought profound relationship betw )
the individual and the society in the study of primitive cultures. Suchacase studs
approach has been developed essentially as a problem solving technique and .
suggests a device for improvement in various dimensions. It aims at studying everyt ,
about something rather than something about everything. 1

The end of an exploratory research comes

a) either when the researcher finds that further research is not presently possib": e
on the problem, E

b) or, he succeeds in identifying the major dimensions of the problems. In the later
case, the researcher has to plan the Research Design.

Conclusive Research

Exploratory research gives rise to several hypotheses which will have to be tested for
drawing definite conclusions. These conclusions, when tested for validity, lay the
structure for decision making. Conclusive research is used for the purpose of testing
the hypothesis generated by exploratory research. Conclusive research can be either

of

a) Descriptive approach b) Experimental approach

Descriptive Approach
ch is more specific than exploratory research. It
1sions of the problem studied. Itis a fact finding
investigation with adequate interpretation and has been recently developed in the
field of investigation. As the name su ggests, it is designed to describe something. It
seeks to describe a field or a problem by use of one or more methods of observation
i.e. by. Interviewing or with the help of questionnaires. The approach is mostly direc

It is the simplest type of research whi
focuses on particular aspects or dimel



Application of Descriptive Approach

All problems d Ipti
. O not lend themselves to descriptive study. The method can be applied

1)  the problem is describable and not arguable

ll) the data may be daimen Vv
able t 1 ' 1 igni
X O an daccurate, Ob_]CCtl e, reliable and s:gmﬁcam

i) valid standards can be developed for standards

Iv) itcan itself subject to variable procedure of collection and analysis of data.

Objective of Descriptive Approach

The study aims at 1dentifying the various characteristics of a problem, institution or a
community under study; but it does not deal with the testing of a hypothesis. The
domain of investigation is properly specified and the research questionnaire etc. is
conversed within this domain. In this, the skill of the researcher and also his intelligence
are at stake to frame the questionnaire and also to have elicit information of accurate
nature from various responses. The information collected should be useful for
explanation, prediction and awareness. Some of the advantages and disadvantages

are as follows :

Advantages

® Researchers and respondents come close enough to make research study
effective.

e  [Existing theories and laboratory findings can easily be putto test through empirical
observations.

e It also helps in identifying factors that may explore fresh opportunities of

experimental research.
e Itprovides valuable guidance in providing facts needed for planning social actlog

programmes.



L o)

In the hands of an inexperienced researcher, implausible interpretations are puft
forward. 1

® Jtisatime consuming effort.
Since it is a mutual effort, ignorant, illicit respondents pose problem of indifference,

inhibitious and lack of awareness.
e  The researcher may make description and end itself. It must lead to discovery 1

of facts.

Diagnostic Study
ards discovering whatis happening,

It identifies the causes, of the

example, dg-more villagers '

m rural area better
ostic approach |

Itis similar to descriptive study and is directed towar
why it is happening and what can be done about i1t.

problems and the possible solutions for the same. For
vote for arty than city dwellers? Are persons ITo

suited for manning rural bank branches? The features for such diagn

are as follows : ;
It is directly connected with causatrelagonships and with implications of actions

]
than a descriptive approach. »

e Itisastep further than descriptive approach as it discovers and exploits reasons
for occurrence and actions hereafter. :

e  Unlike descriptive approach, itis directed by hypothesis.

e Itis not possible in areas where knowledge is not advanced enough to make
possible adequate diagnosis. The researcher has not limited his studies to |
descriptive studies.

Evaluation Study

It is a type of applied research. It is used to assess the effectiveness of social or
economical programmes or to assess the impact of development project. The
illustrations include family planning schemes or irrigation project. Such man defines
evaluation as "determination of the results attained by some activity (a programme, a
drug or a therapy or an approach) designed to accomplish some valued goal or




b)

Action Research

Itisalso a type of evaluation study.
programme for solving a problem or
of land reform programming,
HRD programme, manage
programme for improving q

Itis a concurrent evaluation study of an ac
Improving an existing situation. Examp
agricultural extension programmes, social and we
rial improvement programmes, rural develop
uality of life in factories, offices, etc.

Experimental Approach

Itis based on scientific methods for studying causal relations studie
conditions. It means the experiments will create situations to ok
needed and can measure it accurately. Itis designed to assess the ¢ '
variable on a phenomenon by keeping other variables constant or u
conditions. It is possible, in this case, to explain variations in an
through the changes made in explanatory variables. Experimental a _
scientific methods as far as model building approach is concernﬂt:d‘-to. plain vz
in dependent variable as a result of change that occurs in the set of in I &
variall))les. It gives an idea about how much variation can be explainf:ad bythlsmo%l
and hence provides an opportunity to researchers to logk for plausible exp!anatlon
for that part of variation which the model does not faxplam. FOI-' exan'lple, Agncult:l'al
Productivity (Crop yield per hectare) and influencing factors like soil fertility, quality
of seed, type and level of manure etc.




